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forcibly held the Speaker down in his chair, while
three resolutions which had been drawn up by Eliot
were put to the I louse, declaring that all who
brought in or favoured u Popishn practices in the
Church, who held that tonnage and poundage
might be levied without consent of Parliament, and
who paid those duties, were enemies to the liberties
of the country. While the soldiers of the royal guard
were preparing to break open the doors of the House
and expel the members by force, the resolutions were
carried by acclamation; the Commons adjourned
themselves, and a few days later, Parliament was
dissolved, Charles having already imprisoned the
leaders of the opposition, and being now fully resolved
to rule alone (1629),

As has been mentioned, the king had already lost
the assistance of Buckingham, who had fallen a
victim to the fanatic patriotism of Felton at Ports-
mouth, where he was superintending the preparations
for another expedition to Rochelle. Few men have
attained to such a high position as did George
Villiers, with such slight qualifications. His most
notable achievements are the suggestion of the utterly
senseless journey of Charles to Madrid, which resulted
in the abandonment of the Spanish marriage scheme ;
the subsequent war with Spain, which led to the dis-
graceful failure at Cadiz ; the alliance with Richelieu,
which was altogether a political error ; and the war
with France, which surpassed even the alliance in
stupidity. He had no great objects and no rational
policy ; the only apparent aim of his conduct being
to retain his own power and, if possible, to win popu-